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Press Release  -  22 August, 2018 
 
Fake News!!  BANNG takes exception to more ‘nuke speak’ from CGN/EDF. 
 
Fake news has arrived on the shores of the Blackwater estuary!!  It takes the 
form of the recent, widely distributed CGN/EDF glossy and upbeat ‘Community’ 
Newsletter, which gives information about what is happening at the site of the 
proposed Bradwell B new nuclear power station.  
 
The Blackwater Against New Nuclear Group (BANNG) feels compelled to 
respond to this Newsletter, which it considers to be a partial and misleading 
piece of smooth ‘nuke speak’ that gives all the upsides and none of the 
downsides of a new nuclear power station at Bradwell.    
 
The Newsletter makes it obvious that CGN/EDF wish to tie the Blackwater 
communities into one big nuclear community around what will be one big 
nuclear coastline (to include, of course, the hulk and nuclear dump of old 
Bradwell A).  A sort of ‘you are all in it together’ community, whether you wish to 
be or not.  For what other kind of community can this ‘Community’ Newsletter be 
referring to?   
 
And, without a by-your-leave, it seems the company is already twinning this new 
Blackwater Nuclear Community with that at Hinkley Point C in Somerset – 
‘Bradwell B’s sister project’.  Hence, the Newsletter is able to emphasise the 
benefits of Hinkley Point C, omit the disbenefits and show a happy group of 
Somerset schoolchildren who are obviously oblivious to any of the more 
unpleasant  consequences of nuclear power (Chernobyl, Fukushima, Three Mile 
Island, Windscale, even a close shave at Sizewell A in 2007, etc., etc.).     
    
So what does the Newsletter actually tell us?  It says ‘The project is at an early 
stage’.  But nowhere is there the slightest hint that Bradwell B might not go 
ahead.  In fact, early stage or not, so sure is CGN/EDF of success that an 
indicative project timeline is provided, showing that construction ‘begins’ in 5 – 
7 years from now.   
 
It tells us that comments can be made on the Generic Design Assessment (GDA) 
process.  But the new Blackwater Nuclear Community might well ask if there is 
any point in commenting on this given the obvious confidence of CGN/EDF that 
the Hualong 1000 reactor, not yet in use anywhere in the world, will pass the 
regulators’ tests.     
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BANNG thinks that there is every point in commenting and would encourage our 
fellow residents of the new Blackwater Nuclear Community to do so.  If you find 
a GDA process difficult to comment on (and who doesn’t?), simply draw 
attention to the fact that all the digging of boreholes and marine surveys cannot 
disguise the fact that the site is in Flood Zone 3 and, therefore, totally unsuitable 
for potentially dangerous new nuclear reactors.  Words such as ‘flooding’, storm 
surges’, ‘other coastal processes’, ‘all predicted to get worse with climate change’, 
‘madness’ could be woven into your comments, along with ‘the Blackwater is a 
Marine Conservation Zone’ and ‘potential harm to marine and human life’.  
 
More importantly, we should look at what the ‘Community’ Newsletter does not 
tell us.  There is no mention of what the lived experience for the new Blackwater 
Nuclear Community will be:  of the immense upheaval that will take place on the 
estuary if Bradwell B goes ahead, making it a major industrial site and changing 
it forever; of the jetty on the Blackwater that will likely be needed to bring in 
large pieces of equipment to the construction site, or should we say ‘destruction’ 
site (see banng.info for the drone horror film of the work ongoing at Hinkley 
Point C); of the routine radioactive emissions that will take place; of the on-site, 
long-term highly radioactive waste stores, although the good news for us and 
many future generations is that the present Government believes that a national 
repository will one day exist and that the wastes might be removed from the site 
around the end of the………..21st century.  Ah, the dreams of those who will be 
long dead before others have to endure the nightmares they create. 
 
CGN/EDF’s ‘Community’ Newsletter is an example of the ‘slowly, slowly, catchee 
monkey’ way of going about things, in which the real effect of what is happening 
at Bradwell B will be revealed step-by-step to the hapless Blackwater Nuclear 
Community until the point where the new station is a fait accompli.  
 
And finally, a ‘well done’ to the Bradwell B workers who cleaned up litter from 
the Bradwell beach.  Not long ago, your colleagues at Bradwell A were 
discharging radionuclides and heavy metals into the Blackwater estuary in the 
questionable but expensive experiment that was fuel element debris (FED) 
dissolution.  
 

[ENDS] 
 
 
 


